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. | religion. 
The following is the caption of this letter to which 
'? the Rev. Writer alluded, and which had been acciden- 
1 tally omitted in our last. 
1 SECOND LETTER 
| Of the Rev. J. A. Mason, once a Methodist Minister; 
; but now a Roman Catholic Priest.—[ Continued. 
At isti veluti animantia rationis expertia quae 
naturali impetu feruntur, facta ad eum finem ut 
f capta intereant, ea vituperantes que ignorant sua 


ipsorum corruptela interibunt.—2 Peter, ii. 12.— 
Beza. 

But these men, vilifying the things which they know 
not, shall perish by the very corruption of themselves, 
like animals destitute of reason which, formed for the 
yery purpose of being taken and killed, are hurried on 
by a natural impulse. 


The doctrine of John Chettle, and of all 
who hold a figurative memorial of Christ in 
the Eucharist, is far from the genuine doc- 
trine of the church of England, and of her 
early writers. Dr. Cosin, says, “ if any one 
make a bare figure of the words of Christ, 

. we cannot and ought not to admit him in our 
churches.” Dr. Andrews, Bishop of Win- 
chester, in a letter to Cardinal Bellarmine, 
says, ‘‘we admit a Real Presence no less 
than you do, which ought to be adored by 
faith.”” And the same Bishop again says, 
“Tadore the flesh of Christ with St. Am- 
brose, in the sacred mysteries.” 

Bishop Forbes calls it ‘‘ a monstrous error 
of rigid Protestants who deny that Christ is 
to be adored in the Eucharist.”’ Lib. ii. Eu- 
char. ¢. ii, 

Mr. Thorndike, says, “ I suppose the bo- 
dy and blood of Christ may be adored where- 
soever they are.” Epil. Lib. iii. cap. 30, 
page 50. 

0 you, my dear Friend, it must be grati- 











fying to see such a host of witnesses for the | 
truth of your religion and that of enemies as | 
ut our security after all is 
on the promises of Christ; could these fail, 
the fathers might be proved on our side, but 
the Church would want the infallible guid- 
ance of the Holy Ghost, which is both the 
ground of our faith and the support. of our 
Away then, with all doubting— 
though an angel from heaven were to tell us 
the Catholic Church had erred, we ought not 
to believe him without concomitant proofs. 
Nothing is a truer maxim than that of St. 
Augustin: ‘I would not believe the gospel, 
did mot the Catholic church oblige me.”’—- 
And if the foundations were destroyed, what 
would become of the fabric of religion? 

Protestantism at best, is a rope of sand, 
a medley of heterogeneous principles and 
creeds, as opposite to each other, as light to 
darkness. But John Chettle’s system is 
worse than all, it evenis not Methodism; it is 
the very spawn of John Calvin, to whom the 
Methodist conference would do well to devote 
him. 

But I must proceed to the 3d objection. 
The burden of this difficulty is, that Tran- 
substantiation violates the evidence of the 
senses. 

To prove this, he goes to Aristotle, or co- 
pies some one who has been to this impure 
heathen for instructions. But we will tell 
him that the senses of a libidinous heathen | 
are not the rule of our faith. ‘To the law, | 
and to the testimony; if any man speak not 
according to this word, he has no light in 
him,” 

Now for the evidence of the senses in mat- 
ters of divine faith. Did John Chettle ever 
hear, or read of angels assuming the appear- 
ance of men, as in the case of Abraham, of 
Lot, of Jacob, who actually wrestled with 
one, and therefore he was not a phantom; of 
Joshua, who asked, ‘‘ Art thou for us, or for 
our adversaries?”’ And when he learned that 
he was an angel, he fell on his face! Now 





were not the senses of all these persons de- 





ceived, and was it not by faith that they knew 
their real character? Has John no ocular 
deceptions? The stars appear no larger than 
the glow-worm—the ignis faluus appears as 
Will with the wisp, or Jack with the lantern. 
The case is plain to a child. We must be- 
lieve our senses as to outward things in gen- 
eral, but they must be under the correction 
of reason, judgment, and divine faith. In 
all cases we know the accidents of bread are 
bread, and the accidents of wine are wine, 
except God tells us that for certain gracious 
purposes he changes them—and this word of 
God is the ground of faith. John thinks this 
as strange and wonderful as when Mr. Mar- 
tyn told him at Bloxwich, that St. Austin first 
converted our Saxon ancestors to the Chris- 
tian faith. John has put-—“ first brought the 
Christian religion into this country;” but this 
is a gloss of his own, to hide his ignorance, 
which could not distinguish between the 
Britons and the Saxons, and then pretended 
to be ashamed of Mr. Martyn. Ashamed! 
Truly as well might the glow-worm be asham- 
ed of the sun, as this man be ashamed of 
Mr. Martyn, who from a child has been reg- 
ularly educated, not only in the history of his 
own country, but of the world, and of the 
Church in particular; and whose classical 
acquirements render him the ornament of 
every circle in which he moves. 

Objection 4. ‘‘ Transubstantiation is as 
contrary to reason as to sense.”” Perhaps it 
may be to the reason of John, or to that of a 
heathen philosopher; but the reason of the 
wise and learned, as well as the ignorant, of 
the Christian world for 1500 years before the 
Protestant religion was known, acknowledg- 
ed this for a revealed truth. Yea, the same 
doctrine is held by the Lutherans, as to the 
Real Presence, and by all the ancient sects 
which have survived the wreck of time: this 
doctrine forms a principal dogma in those 
ponderous volumes which still form:the libra- 
ries of the great, and the theological Jearn- 
ing of the schools. What a spark is the in- 
tellect of John, when compared with these 
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flaming constellations! An enlightened rea- 
son teaches that nothing is more reasonable 
than to believe God on his own word, and to 
trust him, where we cannot trace him, 1 
would therefore leave John in company with 
his preceptor Averroes, were I not) con- 
scious that Averroes would be ashamed of 
him and of his reason too. Who would have 
thought that any man of the smallest preten- 
sions to sense, would have asked at Blex- 
wich, “ whether Jesus Christ gave his body 
to his disciples with his clothes on?” Well 


A few observations on this subject will be 
& sufficient ‘answer to all his temarks, as far 
down as objection 7th. 

“God made”—‘ God devouréd.” The bo- 
dy of Christ hidden in a small. thin wafer, 
with all the conclusions drawn from these 
subjects and predicates. What a fine logi- 
cian John is, even helped out by Blanco and 
Bishop Halli! How simple is the subject of 
his proposition—how true the predicate—how 
evident the conclusion!!! Let us examine it 
alittle. ist. Astothesubject—God. Here 





might Mr. Martyn laugh in his sleeve and 












































made a part of his body, he did.” Again, 
when Mr. Martyn, to shew that the body of 
Christ, after his resurrection, was not liable 
to the accidents of mortal flesh, adduced our 
Saviour as entering the room where the dis- 
ciples were assembled, and the doors closed 
for fear of the Jews, as related, St. John, xx. 
19,20. John denied the fact, and when the 
bible was produced, and the text pointed out, 
he said, “the disciples opened the door, or 
he opened it,” contrary to the plain text and 
the comments of all other men. The object 
of the text is, to shew that his body had the 
properties of a spirit, when he chose to as- 
sume them, as is related in other places, 
where he appears in different forms, and van- 
ishes again out of their sight. Whatever 
may be said of the Real Presence opposing 
reason, this man opposed the common sense 
and reason of all mankind. Averroes indeed 
ridiculed the Christians, as the heathens did in 
the apostolic age, calling their creed, eriliahs 
superstitio, a destructive superstition; and as 
many others do in our day: but then it was 
because he did not understand their doctrine. 
Rut this man denies facts in the holy scrip- 
tures, which he is required to have constant- 
ly by him, and cannot understand, or wilfully 
falsifies the book he pretends to be divine, 
and teaches to others as the plain and only 
rule of their faith and practice. Quomodo in 
pascua divinorum eloquiorum educet greges do- 
minicos pastor idiotus. St. Bern. How will 
an ignorant pastor lead the flock of the Lord 
into the pastures of divine inspiration. 
For the information of those who wish to 
judge righteous judgment, it may be observ- 
- ed that the mystery of the Real Presence 
does not contradict reason, or sense—the 
latter I have shewn are employed about the 
exterior of things, they cannot penetrate the 
hidden substance. In the blessed Eucharist 
At the sight, the feeling, the taste, are only de- 
ehived, when they lead the mind to conclude 
that these exterior signs always, and in this 
instance, denote the Real Substance—but 
the sense of hearing corrects this mistake, 
and tells the man from the undoubted word 
of God that a change has taken place in the 
substance. And this sense of hearing the 
apostle tells us, is the only permanent motive 
of faith. Faith comes by hearing, and hear- 
ing by the word of God preached;—for how 
shall they hear without a preacher, and how 
shall he preach unless he be sent, 1%. e. sent 
by those who have authority to send him, and 
will take care that he teaches the true faith. 
Indeed, what we know by seeing, feeling, and 
tasting, is not faith, but knowledge founded 
on experience. 
Asto John’s rodomontade from Blanco and 
Bishop Hall, when weighed in the balance of 
truth, will be found lighter than vanity. 
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he evidently confounds the divine and human 


reply, “if you can shew me that his clothes | nature, either because he cannot distinguish, 


or because he is an Eutychian and will not. 
He might as well maintain that the Holy 
Ghost made God, when the divine nature be- 
came incarnate in the womb of the blessed 
| Virgin. The divine nature of the eternal Son 
| was hypostatically united indeed to the hu- 
man nature, and as such the blessed Virgin 
brought forth the person of the God-Man, 
Christ; but the divine nature was not made— 
the subject of your proposition, therefore, is 
two fold, of which you cannot predicate the 
same thing; consequently you cannot predi- 
cate that the Priest makes God. Whoever 
heard tell of God being made, much less of 
being made by a Priest? But do not you 
pretend that when the words of consecration 
are pronounced, that which was bread and 
wine becomes the body, blood, soul and divi- 
nity of our Lord Jesus Christ? Yes, we do 
—and what then? Neither the divine nor 
human nature is then made; the divine na- 
ture had existed from all eternity, and the 
human nature from the moment that the bless- 





the Lord, be it done to me according to thy 
word.” There is a different mode of exist- 
ence produced, I acknowledge, but this is not 
the handwork of the Priest, as every Catho- 
lic child can tell you in the language of its 
Catechism, “ how is this change made? By 
the power of God, to whom nothing is hard, 
or impossible.” Thus your subject is false 
|—your predicate is false—and your conclu- 
| sions are false. For as God is not made, so 
| it is neither logical nor theological to say he 
is devoured, in any other sense than that as 
he fills all in all; for, although it is a more 
/ special presence and ineffable union of only 
/one of the divine persons to the humanity, 
yet as it regards the divine nature it cannot 
|be bounded by time and place, but is omni- 
| present, passing through, inhabiting, and as 
|intimately united to us, the meanest of his 
|ecreatures, as that Being is to itself. But 
| you will urge—does he not descend with the 
‘species into the mouths of Blanco’s mice? 
| Perhaps so—what then? He does so at all 
‘times, “ for without him nothing can exist.” 
| But do they receive the body of Christ?— 
Perhaps not; it may be withdrawn, for ought 
I know, or you either, and then what becmes 
of your objection—and if it be not withdrawn, 
|I would much rather the sacred host should 
| be lodged in the breast of a mouse, than in 
ithe polluted breast of the unbeliever. But 
if they receive, do they not receive eternal 
life? Certainly not; the sacraments were 
instituted for the salvation of men—not for 
the brute creation. But cannot the species 
be poisoned? Answer—the accidents may, 
the body of Christ cannot be—much less the 
divine nature. I suppose John could poison 








the exterior of his fingers, without poisoning 





ed Virgin said, “‘ Behold the handmaid of 


his blood. O Tempora!! O Mores!!! What 
wisacres we have to deal with! What doc. 
tors of divinity! I must again beg pardon 
for answering such trash—nor would I, but 
for the sake of the simple souls who may be 
puzaled by such questions. As John isq 
simple soul I can excuse him; but the Bisho 
deserved degradation the next minute. Buy 
the doctrine implies the multipresence of 
Christ? And supposing it does, what then? 
If we cannot tell how perfect the spiritualiz- 
ed and glorified body of man will be, how 
can we'tell how perfect the human nature of 
Jesus Christ is in its glorified state, and par- 
ticularly as united tothe Godhead? What 
presumption to limit the power of Omnipo- 
tence! It is true, Omnipotence cannot per- 
form contrarieties; but who is to define what 
are contrarieties and what are not? Poor 
silly mortals are as presumptuous as they qe 
insignificant. He who is a mystery to him- 
selt, pretends to define the powers of Jeho- 
vah, and the properties of being incompara- 
bly more subtile, spiritual, and perfect, than 
we can conceive! I will ask John Chettle, 
and all the men whose names he has put 
down in his book, a few questions. Does 
God fill the Universe? Yes. And yet heis 
not extended. Is he whole and entire in eve- 
ry atom of the creation? Yes; and yet he 
is not divided, nor are there many Gods.— 
Here then we have a substance filling all 
things without extinction, or parts, whole in 
each particle of matter, without division, or 
multiformity, moving without motion, acting 
without exertion, and a thousand other appa- 
rent contradictions. Again, John has a soul; 
O that it was safe! This soul is a substance, 
and a created substance too; nevertheless it 
is perhaps in his heart, and in his head, in 
his right hand, and in his left, in his great 
toe, and in his little finger. Yea, it isin alt 
parts of his body at the same instant, and yet 
it is neither extended nor divisible. It is 
acted upon by matter, and yet between mat- 
ter and spirit there can be no contact, or pro- 
portion, and we know of no medium, The 
same difficulties arise from the transmutation 
of bodies, and yet the identity of each being 
preserved. The same mysteries present them- 
selves in the miracle of the multiplied bread. 
It is broken and distributed, and yet it in- 
creases—it is eaten, and yet more taken up 
than there was in the beginning. 


[TO BE CONTINUED. } 





CLERICAL CELIBACY. 


To calculate the probable influence of this 
institution on the population of nations has 
frequently amused the ingenuity and leisure 
of arithmetical politicians; of whom many 
have not hesitated to arraign the wisdom of 
those bywhom it was originally devised ,and 
of those by whom it is still observed. Yet in 
defiance of their speculations, several Catho- 
lic Countries continue to be crowded with in- 
habitants; and to account for the scanty po 
pulation of others we need only advert to the 
defects of their constitution, the insalubrity of 
the climate, the establishment of foreign colo- 
nies, and the barrenness of a parched and ef 
fete soil. (1) Neither is it certaimthat to in- 
crease the number of inhabitants is, in all cit- 








(1) See on the last cause a curious Dissertation by 
the Abbe Mann. ‘Transactions ef Acad, of Sciences at 





Manheim, vol. vi. 
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cumstances, to increase the resources of the 
state; but it is evident that the man, who 
spends his life in promoting the interest of 
morality, and correcting the vicious propensi- 
ties of his fellow creatures, adds more to the 
sum of public virtue and of public happiness, 
thau he whose principal merit is the number 
of his children. If it be granted, that the’ 
clerical functions are of high importance to 
the welfare of the state, it must also be ac- 
knowledged that in the discharge of these 
functions, the unmarried possess greater and 
numerous advantages over the married cler- 
gyman. Unincumbered with the cares of a 
family, he may dedicate his whole attention 
to the spiritual improvement of his parishion- 
ers; free from all anxiety respecting the fu- 
ture establishment of his children, he may 
expend without scruple the superfluity of his 
revenue, in relieving the distresses of the 
sick, the aged, and the unfortunate. Had 
Augustine and his associates been involved 
in the embarrassments of marriage, they 
would never have torn themselves from their 
homes and country, and have devoted the 
hest portion of their lives to the conversion 
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obscure corner of the country of the He- 
brews, from thee came. forth that Leader 
foreseen by the prophecies, who, prefigured 
rin the rites and sacrifices, was to bear the 
sceptre of Israel; thou wert the cradle of the 
Emmanuel, who brought to us the peace of 
the God-Man born of a Virgin; the heavens 
and the earth bore testimony to his divinity, 
to his mission. 

Happy stable! And thou, glorious country 





The Right Rev. Dr, Fenwick returned to 
Boston on the 21st inst., after a long and 
laborious Mission through this extensive Di- 
ocess. We are glad to inform our friends 
that he is in good health. 





We shall probably offer a few strictures in 
our next, upon the Sermon which Mr. Beech- 
er, a Calvinist Minister, delivered in this Ci- 
ty, on Sunday last, om the political tendency 
of the Roman Catholic Religion. 





We cannot introduce a more appropriate 
Editorial on the present occasion, than the 


of Juda, thy remembrance penetrates me with 
joy! May the tears of consolation, which 
escape from my eyes, excite those of my be- 
loved brethren who hear me, and may the 
universe resound with thy praises and glory! 
But shall my joy be but a sterile tribute? 
Shall the object of this discourse be only to 
call forth applause for miraculous events? 
The God-Man is born to teach unto men a 
pure doctrine, to instruct them, and to dissi- 
te the darkness which clouds their intellect. 
© this school I invite you, my dearest breth- 
ren; I proceed to lay before you'the summa-, 
ry of those precepts, the accomplishment 
which shall render you models of christian 
perfection in this life, and lay up for you @ 


























following Discourse. The glorious Anniver- 
sary of the Nativity of an Incarnate God, has 
ever been hailed by the children of the Ro- 
man Catholic, and Apostolic Church, with e- 
motions of gratitude, devotion and joy. While, 
therefore, we exclaim with the heavenly 
choir, ‘‘ Glory to God in the highest, and on 
earth, peace to men of good will,” we shall 
offer to the consideration of our Readers, the 
subsequent sentiments on the nature, char- 
acter and tendency of our Holy Religion, and 
its compatibility not only with Democracy, 
but every form of well regulated Govern- 
ment, which assumes the Bible for its foun- 
dation. 









































treasure of merits for the life to come. 

The Son of God, clothed in our mortal 
flesh, but disdaining the frail vanities and 
grovelling pleasures of the earth, teaches to 
us by his example first, then by his diseour- 
ses, Christian humility. Declaring blessed 
the poor-in spirit (Mait. vy. 3.), he invites us 
to imitate him, saying: ‘‘ Let him who will 
come after me, deny himself, and take up his 
cross and follow me.” (Matt. xvi. 24.) These 
few words contain the principal duty of the 
Christian towards God, for all his duttes must 
have for their basis, humility; which excites 
in man the acknowledgment of his own low- 
ness, compared to majesty supreme. 

The more the soul fathoms this thought, 
the more the distance between herself and 
the Creator makes her feel the want of su- 
pernatural aid to approach him, and the ne-- 
cesity of continual prayer to obtain it. 

Thus she acknowledges and adores the 
incomprehensible goodness of the Supreme 
Being, who bends down to listen to the pray- 
ers of his creatures, to receive their vows, 
to love those who love him, to crown those 
who honor him. This sentiment is the source 
which gave birth to the religious worship and 
to the important acts of which it is compos- 
ed: a sentiment unchangeable in all nations, 
and which flesh and blood have never been 
able to destroy; a sentiment, whose perma- 
nence deposes in favor of its truth, just as 
the imperfections of the different nations at- 
test the inconstancy of human nature and 
the weakness of our reason, when abandon- 
ed to itself and obscured by the passions. 

Most holy Catholic Religion! My .tongue 
is incapable Of tracing worthily the grandeurs 
with which you encompass so noble a sub- 
ject; but let me at least on all occasions, and 
with all my might, celebrate your excellence, 
your unbending firmness and your triumphs, 
as an irrefutable proof of the Divine Omni- 
potence which shines forth in you. Instruet- 
ed by this great master and directed by his 
precepts, let us, my brethren, abjure ephe- 
meral vanity, that we may make ourselves 
worthy of eternal grandeur. Let us learn, 
that the more we abase ourselves in our 
own cyes and in those of men, the more 
are we elevated inthe eyes of God. That 


of distant and unknown barbarians. Had 
their successors seen themselves surrounded 
with numerous families, they would never 
have founded those charitable establishments, 
nor have erected those religious edifices, that 
testify the use to which they devoted their rich- | 
es and which still exist to reproach the parci-| 
mony of succeeding generations. (2) But it | 
was not from the impolicy of the institution, 
that the reformers attempted to justify the ea- 
gerness with which they emancipated them- 
selves from its yoke. (3) They contended 
that the law of clerical celibacy was unjust, 
because it deprived man of his natural rights, 
and exacted privations incompatible with his 
natural propensities. To this objection a ra- 
tional answer was returned: that to accept 
the priestly character, was a matter of elec- 
tion, not of necessity: and that he, who free- 
ly made it the object of his choice, chose at 
the same time the obligations annexed to it. 
The insinuation that a life of continency was 
above the power of man, was treated with 
the contempt which it deserved. To those, 
indeed, whom habit had rendered the obse- 
quious slaves of their passions, it might ap- 
pear with reason too arduons an attempt: but 
the thinking part of mankind would hesitate 
before they sanctioned an opinion which was 
a libel on the character of thousands, who in 
every department of society, are confined by 
their circumstances to a state of temporary, 
or perpetual celibacy. 
Lingard’s An. Saz. Ch. 
(2) ‘* He that hath wife and children.’’ saith Lord Ba- 
con,* hath given hostages to fortune: for they are imped- 
iments to great enterprises either of virtue or mischief. 
Certainly the best works, and of the greatest merit for 
the public, have proceeded from the unmarried or the 
childless man, which both in affection and means have 
married and endowed the public. Unmarried 
men are best friends, best masters, best servants. arg 
A single life doth well with churchmen: for charity will 
hardly water the ground, where it must first fill a pool.”’ 
Bacon’s essays, p. 17, London 1696. A Roman Philo- 
*opher was of the same opinion. Vita Conjugalis altos 
et generosos spiritus frangit, et a magnis cogitationibus ad 
humillimas detrahit. Seneca. 
(3) It is amusing to hear the reasons assigned by 
Bale for his union with the faithful Dorethy. Scelestis- 
simi antichristi characterei illico abrasi, et ne deinceps 
ia aliquo essem tam detestabilis bestiee creatura, uxorem 
aecepi Dorotheam fidelem, divine huic voci auscultans; 
gui se non continet, nuvat. Talens de scip. Cent. viii.c.ult. 





Discourse of his Eminence Cardinal Chiaramonti, 
Bishop of Imola, subsequently Pope Pius VIL, 
addressed to his Diocesans on Christmas Day, 
1797. (Translated from the Italian.) m 


The Eternal displayed in time his om- 
nipotence and instantly ajpeared all cre- 
ated beings. He walked on the rebellious 
waves which covered the earth, and at 
his terrible voice shores encompassed the 
billows, which fled into their abyss. On Si- 
nai, the lightnings and the thunder, precur- 
sors of his Divine Majesty, manifested his 
presence to the conductor of Israel; and, on 
two tables of stone, the finger of God traced 
that code of Jaws in which man finds his du- 
ties towards the Deity, towards himself, to- 
wards his fellows, duties primitively engraven 
in his soul, to direct his conduct, and to re- 
gulate his manners conformably to his na- 
ture. 

Shall I say it? the Divine Wisdom thought 
he had done too little, in showering upon man 
those gifts of an infinite goodness, in spite of 
the ingratitude and defection of his children. 
Another order of things was determined by 
the Most-High. New and more splendid 
benefits were to signalize still more his mer- 
cy towards men, by inspiring them with more 
confidence in God. 

Happy stable of Bethlehem! In thee ap- 
peared so many wonders! And thou! Beth- 
lehem, Jand of Juda, although thou art an) 
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man is no disciple of Jesus Christ, he has 
not learned his duties in the school of the Di- 
vine Master, who, inflated with a deceitful 
knowledge, and greedy of a fugitive glory, 
seeks to pass the level of equality, for the pur- 
pose of domineering over others. Examine, 
my brethren, which is the sacrifice to which 
your heart attaches the most value: be as- 
sured that in renouncing all for the love of 
God, he will abundantly indemnify you with 
those favors which conduct to peace, to a 
glory without end. 

But after the duties towards God, there 
are subaltern obligations which man has to 
fulfil towards himself: the principles of pure 
reason, his physical constitution, his irresis- 
tible tendency towards happiness, command 
him to watch for his own preservation, to la- 
bor for his own amendment and felicity.— 
When on his being he casts a look disengag- 
ed from prejudice, athwart the ray of great- 
ness which seems to console him, he discov- 
ers the miseries which tend to his debase- 


cept, would strip off their very natures hu- 
manity, reason, and all the bounties of the 
Creator! Liserry, this gift of God so dear 
to men, is the faculty of acting, or acting not, 
but still in subordination to the laws, divine and 
human. Laberly ceases to be reasonable, when, 
revolting against the law, it opposes the will of 
God and that of the temporal sovereignty.— 
When yielding to their perverse propensilies, 
and repelling the notions of wisdom and of vir- 
tue, men, instead of using, abuse the bounties o 
Providence; then such monstrous conduct 1s 
odious alike to the eyes of God and of men. 
Happy, my brethren, if, knowing the use 
of liberty, you make it serve to the glory of 
God, to regulate your own conduct, to render 
yourselves useful to mankind; more happy 
still, when you shall appreciate another kind 
of liberty of which our Saviour speaks, when 
he says: “‘If the Son shall make you free, 
you shall be free indeed,’ (John viii. 36.); 
for there is a carnal liberty which conducts 








“ment: if the passions have been the springs 
of the great events in the history of man, 
they have also been the fatal source, of the | 
most deplorable consequences. Oman! OQ) 


man! When wilt thou learn, in the school | 
of Jesus Christ, the means of preserving thy | 


greatness, of achieving ~ true liberty, and 
of bursting thy chains. The true philoso- | 
pher, formed by Jesus Christ, makes his 
most pleasing occupation to consist in regu- 
lating his actions, in mastering his passions, 


to sin, it is that to which the Apostle St. Pe- 


‘ter alludes in these words: “ As free, and 


not as making liberty a cloak for naughti- 
ness.” (1 Peter, ii. 16) Miserable the man 
who abandons himself to this disorder; mis- 
erable the man who makes of it his pride; 
while he exalts his liberty he is in irons; 
while he chaunts his triumph he is the slave 
of sin. Strange liberty! True liberty is that 
of the spirit, that of grace, by which the chris- 
tian is loosed from the captivity of the de- 
mon and of crime; liberty imperfect in this 


in putting the inferior power in harmony with | world, but perfect in that eternal country, 
the superior, in subjecting the flesh to the where unknowu are the names of slavery, 
spirit, in repelling those pleasures which debasement and sin. 

sound morality condemns; in a word, in di-| Venerable Cross! On which, at the price 
recting incessantly the exercise of his facul-|of his blood, the Redeemer has achieved our 
ties towards the centre and end of which God |liberty! At sight of thee, penetrated with 
has destined him. The sentiments of virtue | gratitude towards our Divine Repairer, for- 
with which he nourishes his heart, while they | tified and healed by his grace, may we detest 
perfect the individual, concur equally to the | sin, acquire on earth this precious liberty, 
perfection of society. /and enjoy the plenitude thereof in the bosom 

































A traveller here below, man finds that his | 
body combats against his soul; that the flesh | 
at war with the spirit, the inferior forces, 
against the superior, drag him towards the 


captivity of sin and of death. Who shall this fellows. 


deliver him from this humiliatin 


struggle, | 
and from this body of death? 


fou, Jesus | 


of eternal repose and indefectible glory! 
After having compared these relations with 
the first cause and with himself, man ought 
still to scrutinize those which unite him to 
He does not exist in a state of 
pure nature. A member of society, in the ad- 
vantages of which he participates, reason 





ly nnworthy of the man and of the christi 
far from contributing to your happiness, would 
lead you to your ruin by the seductions of g 
fantastic glory. Virtue, whose duties are 
indicated to us by the lights of nature, and 
completely manifested by the teaching of the 
gospel; virtue, which alone is capable of per. 
fecting man, and of conducting him to happj 
ness supreme, alone ought to be the unshak- 
en foundation of our democracy. With the 
moral virtues we shall be but imperfect be- 
ings; the theological, which have God alone 
for their object, will render our perfection 
complete. 

I will speak to you neither of Sparta nor 
of Athens; I will be silent on the famoug 
legislations of Lycurgus and of Solon, and 
even on that of Carthage, the rival of Rome. 
Our thoughts and onr recollections go back 
with more propriety to the ancient Roman re- 
public. Consider, my brethren, the illustri- 
ous citizens who adorned her, and the means. 
by which lhey established their rights to admi- 
ration. Shall I rehearse the courage of Mu- 
tius Scevola, of Curtius, of the two Scipios, 
of Torquatus, of Camillus, and of so many 
others who flourished at those memorable 
epochs? Their eulogiums, traced by a crowd 
of writers, are still the instruction of poster- 
ity. Cato of Utica, of whom it was said that 
glory pursued him in proportion to the obsti- 
nacy with which he fled from it, Cato will 
inform you how Rome extended her renown, 
and enlarged the boundaries of her republic. 
‘*< Do not imagine,” said he to his fellow-citi- 
zens, “that our ancestors aggrandized the 
empire by their arms; were it by such means, 
it would be now-a-days more vast and flour- 
ishing still, since we are their superiors. in 
point of population, and in the multitude of 
our armies. But they possessed a mode of 
viewing things, and a species of valour, with 
which their descendants are unfortunately 
little acquainted. Industry at home, just and 
provident government abroad, undebased by 
passions and by vice.” —( Sallust. in Catil. 4.) 
lhis discourse of a distinguished philosopher, 
worthy to be engraved in letters of gold, 
shews to what a pitch ancient Rome carried 
those moral virtues, which proved the foun- 
dation of her greatness, and made her the 


Saviour, you, our Master, under the swad- | wills that he in return shall communicate to| admiration and terror of the universe. While 
dling clothes and silence of the manger, you | it those which are in his power, and that, by | the Greeks and other nations, more civilized 


teach to man the way to come forth from this this reciprocal exchange of services, he shall | 


contest with glory, and with christian tri-| 
umph; let him take up his cross....His cross! | 
That is to say, the mortification of the flesh, | 
which, in repelling inordinate pleasures, does | 
not anhilate the passions, but subdues them, | 
or rather chains them, that they may not re-| 
volt against the laws of heaven and of earth. | 
Such are the infallible means of retaining | 
man in the path of his duties towards himself. 
My dearest brethren, do not conceive any 
alarm at the exposition of a morality, the ap- 
parent severity of which might induce you 
to think that tends fo destroy liberty: no, my 
well-beloved, never was presented to you, in 
a ipa more positive, the idea of true lib- 
erty. 

The acceptation of this word, whether in 
the language of philosophy, or in that of the | 
Catholic Religion, excludes the idea of that | 
deviation from rule, and of that unbridled li- | 
centiousness, which confounds good and evil, 
virtue and vice. Far be from you so gross | 
an interpretation, which infringed every prer | 


‘recommended by the Catholic Religion: to 


opposition to the maxims which I have been ex- 
pounding; it is not repugnant to the gospel, 


tues which are acquired but in the school of 


ily, they will prove the pledge of your hap- 


concur to the public felicity: the words of 
peace and huppiness are so deeply engraven 
in the heart of man, that he cannot either 
mistake their value, or reject their attain- 
ment; but peace is the daughter of good or- 
der, and order cannot exist, if there exist not 
authorities to whom obedience isdue. This 
obedience, inspired by the law of nature, is 


resist the temporal powers, is to resist God.— 
(Rom. viii. 2.) 

The form of democratical government, adopt- 
ed amongst us, my dearest brethren, 1s not in 


it exacts, on the contrary, those sublime vir- 
Jesus Christ. 


If you practice them religious- 


piness, of your glory, and of the splendour 
of our republic. Renounce, I conjure you, 





party-spirit, passions, private interest, ambi- 


tion, and all the unclean desires which, equal- | 


in appearance, were learnedly descanting 
upon philosophy in their schools, the Romans 
practised virtue without disputing on its na- 
ture, without the intervention of schools and 
withouc haughtily folding it in the philosophi- 
cal cloak. The simplicity of their manners 
rejected that studied eloquence, and that 
dialectic which busied itself in expatiating 
principles, instead of reducing them to prac- 
tice. 

Here we have a short expose of the Roman 
virtues in the renowned time of the republic: 
virtues panegyrised even by the Fathers of 
the Church: among the rest, by that sublime 
philosopher St. Augustin, who draws a pice 
ture worthy of his talents. (V. City of God, 
b. 3.) The greatness and renown of those 
republicans were, according to this illustri- 
ous doctor, the reward which a just God 
thought fit to grant to their labors and vir- 
tues; for among that people the inspiration 
of natural reason, though degraded by the 
insatiable thirst of glory, stimulated them 
powerfully to the practice of morality. If 
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in this they surpassed the very nations. who 
were their elders in the order of ages and in 
the progress of civilization; if, according to 
the opinion of Cato, and the doctrine of the 
Fathers of the church, their laudable quali- 
fies enhanced the splendour of Roman liber- 
ty, and merited for that people, temporal fa- 
yours; with how much greater reason ought 
weto recognize the necessily of virtue in our 
democratical state, we, who do not profane our 
homages at the feet of lying divinities; we, to 
whom the Divine Goodness has manifested 
itself by prophecies and prodigies undenia- 
ble; we, who to the infidel nations still point 
out the places sanctified by the birth of the 
Word made man, by his preachings, by his 
death, and by the miracle of his resurrec- 
tion! The moral virtues, which consist in 
the love of order, will make us good demo- 
crats; but democrats of that pure democracy, 
which labors without relaxation for the com- 
non welfare, and which, abjuring enmity, per- 
fidy, and ambition, is as solicitous to respect 
the rights of others as to accomplish its own du- 
iis. Thus will be consolidated EQquaLity, 
which, in its just acceptation, exhibits the 
law hovering over all the members of the 
social body, to direct, protect and punish; 
which, in conformance with the disposition of 
the divine and human laws, preserves to each 
man the faculties necessary for the accom- 
jlishment of his duties, and which, guaran- 
teeing the welfare of individuals, and the 
velfare of all, points out to every member of 
the democratic state, the just measure of 
what he owes to God, to himself, and to his 
equals. Civil equality, derived from the na- 
tural law, and embellished by morality, har- 
moaizes the body politic, when each one co- 
operates to the good of all, in proportion to 
the extent of his faculties, physical and mor- 
ul; and when in return he reaps from the so- 
tial protection all the advantages which he 
has a right to expect. An absolute equality, 
of natural and intellectual force, of wealth, 
property, and virtue, never did and never will 
est. Unroll all the treatises of the most pro- 
found philosophers, interrogate common sense, 
lid nature in her simplicity speak; all pro- 
tim the truth which I announce. This 
irange, and if I may say it, arithmetical 
quality, would overthrow the whole physical 
wd moral order of things. 

But the moral virtues do not suffice for the 
tomplete performance of our duties; that 
‘(quality which regulates the order, while it 
Vorks the happiness of society, demands oth- 
supports for its own maintenance and per- 
fection, 

The gospel which Jesus Christ has given 
8,18 the only code of laws capable of per- 
fecting men even in the social order, and of 
regulating the exercise of that equality, which 
securing our happiness in this moral life, 
proinises to us a happiness still greater in that 
tlernity towards which we sigh. ‘The histo- 
loty of philosophy shews the void it leaves in 
this regard. The history of the gospel shews 
that it has filled up this void. However es- 
Umable the virtues of the pagans, whatever 
Praise may be accorded to the precepts of the 
philosophers, it must be acknowledged that 
their and discourses, their actions, bear the 
Stamp of imperfection. It is clear, that in see- 
ing after a happiness, the very nature of which 
Was unknown to them, the greater part cou- 
unded it with those transitory goods, which 





bring inevitable misery in their train. Glory 
was sometimes the only aim of those celebra- 
ted republicans of Rome; glory is a good, 
but it is not the perfect good; it is incapable 
of satisfying the heart; and true glory can 
only be the fruit of that true virtue, which 
aspires to a happiness capable of exhausting 
ali desire. Now, the best of all possible 
goods is God alone. While these conquer- 
ing Romans subdued nations and eountries 
the most remote, they were themselves tyr® 
ranized over by pride, revenge and inordinate 
ambition. Thus is deluded whosoever seeks 
greatness of soul in the effects, without as- 
cending to the first cause. ; 

After having contemplated this ‘sketch of 
pagan virtues, turn your eyes, my dearest 
brethren, on those prodigies of rectitude, of 
moral and social integrity, which, adorn the 
children of the Catholic Religion, before 
whom shines the humble standard of the 
cross. Cast a rapid look over the happy ages 
of the Church. See the blood of so many 
martyrs, the purity of so many virgins, the 
sublime talents and the profound learning of 
the Fathers of the faith in all the branches 
of human science. Is there age, sex, or con- 
dition, that does not reckon Christian heroes? 
The regions of Africa and of Asia resound- 
ed their glory, Palestine admired them, and 
the lustre of other virtues struck with aston- 
ishment even great Rome herself and many 
of her emperors. The projects of Apotheo- 
sis, meditated by Tiberius, Adrian, and Alex- 
ander Severus, are well known. The Chris- 
tian heroes gave themselves entirely to God 
and to their Saviour, All burned with char- 
ity for their brethren, all were subject to the 
supreme authority. To attribute to them- 
selves no good act, as the work of frail hu- 
manity; in all advantages, whether natural, 
or supernatural, to acknowledge but the gift 
of grace; to renounce their temporal goods, 
or use them only in quality of debtors to the 
poor; to look upon themselves as the last 
among their brethren; at the expense of their 
own reputation to exalt the merits of others; 
far from injuring any one, to suffer injuries 
with patience and even with joy; to sacrifice 
their existence for God and for their fellow 
creatures; to annihilate themselves, as it 
were, for the divine glory, for the prosperity 


wards their brethren, of love for Jesus Christ, 
with whom they share the glorious title of 
coheirs, since with them they are heirs of 
God. If in the democratical state, a man 
concurs to the maintenance of equality, when, 
with all his powers, the labours for the good 
of society, which in its turn places him under 
the tutelary protection of the law, how much 
more does the love of equality shine forth in 
him, who, entirely devoted to the laws, to 
society, to his brethren, without hoping, or 
desiring any thing from them, aspires to that 
recompense alone which God has prepared 
for those who love him? 

Equality, little, or rather not at all, known 
to philosophy, but which Jesus Christ reveals 
to each of us by these words, let him den 
himself, and St. Paul by those others; To 
become all to all, is not a relation termi- 
nating between creature and creature, it 
extends from the creature to God, ac-cord 
ing to the orders prescribed by an incom- 
prehensible wisdom. The creature cannot 
act but with a view to God, who alone can 
be its recompense. Admirable Doctrine! 
Who shall be able worthily to proclaim you? 
Give me a man burning with the love of God, 
and this doctrine he will find in his heart, 

In this picture of the christian yirtues, 
though feebly traced, we see the extent of 
those advantages, which they throw fpon 
society, upon democracy. ‘To encourage our- 
selves to their practice, let us for one moment 
longer contemplate the beauty of the evan- 
gelical precepts. The special object of our 
democracy is, without doubt, to identify all 
feelings and all hearts, to make all the phy- 
sical and moral forces coincide in one point, 
and to draw still closer the bonds which unite 
an assembly of brothers; but this union can 
have no other base than virtue; virtue cannot 
subsist simultaneously with the vices which 
are its poison. To destroy the vices, it is not 
enough to consider map abstractively and as 
he ought to be, but as he is, that is to say, 
with propensities and aversions very discor- 
dant; destroy the bad and cultivate the good. 
Let us penetrate still farther into this laby- 
rinth of man; his actions borrow their noble- 
ness, or baseness from his internal affections; 
the mind and the heart are then the superior 
powers which direct the entire of his civil 





of society and of the church; such were the 
traits which characterized the christians of 
the first centuries; such was the end to which 
they directed their thoughts, their actions, 
their lives. 

My dearly beloved, compare those morals 
with those of the pagans; compare those prac- 
tical virtues with the theories of the philoso- 
phers, this use of liberty with the abuses of 
licentiousness; weigh the advantages of this 
equality, attached in every thing to the glory 
of the republic, of society, of religion, and 
of the Being of Beings; compare and judge 
—Judge and see that the examples of Jesus 
Christ and of the humble followers of the 
cross, contribute powerfully to the happiness 
of the republic; see the ascendant exercised 
by the precepts of the gospel, the traditions 
of the apostles, and of those christian philo- 
sophers whom we call fathers and doctors; 
see how they tend to preserve peace, to shed 
lustre and grandeur round the democratical 
form of government, and to transform so many 
eminent men into heroes of humility, of pru- 
dence in the art of governing, of charity to- 


and moral conduct; the morality of an action 
‘supposes knowledge and will. The power 
‘of the civil laws, and of the supreme author- 
\ity from which they emanate, confines itself to 
regulate the external acts, because the civil 
authority obtains its end in maintaining the 
exterior tranquillity of society. 

But there is wanted a more sublime law 
to regulate the interior. If the beings of 
which society is composed, were only exte- 
riorly good, there would be no men perfect,. 
and we should in vain look for that sweet fra- 
ternity, that pure love which in its effects 
embraces all individuals, whether collective- 
ly, or separately considered. Virtue, though, 
it should enter their minds, would have no 
root in their hearts, they would be honest, 
more from ostentation than from principle, 
beneficent more from interest than from gen- 
erosity, subject to the constituted authorities, 
rather from fear than from respect towards 
the supreme power, or affection for good or- 
der. It is by the bonds of charity that Jesus 
Christ wishes to unite mankind; in the place 
of servile fear he substitutes the liberty of 
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love. In his gospel has he not registered the 
lessons of fraternal tenderness, of the heroic 
virtues? It is his will that they should purify 
the internal and external faculties of man. 
He rectifies first the aberrations of the mind, 
bewildered in the darkness of idolatry, by 
this pure notion, in the beginning was the 
Word consubstantial with the Father, and the 
Word was God. (John i. 1.) He rectifies the 
inclinations of a perverse will in saying to 
the proud: Every one that exalteth ow 4 shall 
be humbled; and he that humbleth himself shall 
be exalted. (Luke xiv. 11.) He enjoins the 
avaricious and the selfish to conquer their 
passions: Lay not up for yourselves treasures 
on earth; where rust and moth consume, and 
where thieves break through and steal. But lay 
up for yourselves treasures in heaven: where 
ither rust nor moth doth consume, and where 
neither thieves break through nor steal. For 
where thy treasures is, there is thy heart also. 
Matt. vi. 19.) To the choleric man he says: 
any man strike thee on thy right cheek, turn 
to him thy other also. (Matt. v. 39.) By the 
mouth of St. Paul, Jesus Christ teaches the 
sensual man that he ought to reform his vo- 
luptuous life. ‘“ He (says be) that soweth in 
his flesh, of the flesh also shall reap corrup- 
tion, But he that soweth in the spirit, of the 
a shall reap life everlasting.” (Galat. vi. 
$. 
How many heroic actions, unknown to pa- 
— and its philosophers, emanate from 
the admirable precepts of loving our enemies, 
doing good to those who hate us, praying for 
those who persecute us, were they even to at- 
tempt our lives? With the grace from on 
high, I shall make them the subject of another 
instruction. May I be able to congratulate 
myself on having raised your soul even to 
miration, for virtues so proper to perfect 
him who practises them and the state of which 
he is a member! 

Behold, my dearly beloved, an abstract of 
the evangelical maxims; recognize their pow- 
erful efficacy in enforcing virtue, civil equali- 
| omggae vberly, and in propagating that af- 

ion, which, melting hearts together, in- 
sures the existence and honor of democracy.— 
An ordinary virtue might perhaps suffice to 
gerne the lasting prosperity of other 
orms of government; our own requires more. 
Exert yourselves to attain the full height of 
virtue, and you twill be true democrats; accom- 
plish faithfully the evangelical precepts, and 
you will be the joy of the repubtic. 

The beauties of the gospel so forcibly 
struck the author of Emile, (Rosseau) as to 
draw from him the following avowal: ‘I 
protest to you that the majesty of the scrip- 
tures astonishes me; the sanctity of the gos- 
pel speaks to my heart. See the books of 
the philosophers with all their pomp; how 
little are they when compared to it! Can a 
book at once so sublime and so simple be the 
wofk of men? Can he whose history it con- 
tains be himself but a man? Is that the tone 
of an enthusiast, or of an ambitious sectarian? 
What sweetness, what purity in his manners! 
What affecting grace in his instructions! 
What elevation in his maxims! What pro- 
found wisdom in his discourse! What pre- 
sence of mind! What acuteness and what 
justness in his answers! What empire over 
his passions! Where is the man, where is 
the sage, who can act, suffer and die without 
ostentation?” A little after he adds: “Shall 





we say that the history of the gospel is invent- 
ed at pleasure? Friend, it is not sothat people 
invent, and the facts of Socrates, of which 
no one doubts, are less attested than those of 
Jesus Christ. At bottom this is only to evade 
the difficulty without removing it. It would 
be more inconceivable that several men should 
have combined to fabricate that book, than 
one should have furnished its subject. Jew- 
ish authors never could have found that tone, 
nor that morality; and the gospel has char- 
acters of truth so great, so striking, so per- 
fectly inimitable, that its inventor would be 
more wonderful than its hero.” (V. Emile, t. 
iii. p. 156.) Thus the intrinsic excellence of 
the gospel dictated to this eloquent writer the 
just homage which he rendered to the truth 
in the passage you have heard. 

God of my fathers! first cause of the uni- 
verse, founder of the Catholic Ghurch, who 
have stamped her with infallible characters, 
that she may be known and followed; who 
have crowned her with palms, and illustrated 
her with trophies, whose beauty cannot be 
tarnished by the changes of seasons, of times, 
nor by the duration of ages! God of my fa- 
thers! my reason falls prostrate before you. 
When I look back, I see pass before your 
immutable eternity, the dynasties of the 
Egyptians, the empires of the Assyrians, 
Chaldeans, Persians and Medes, the gov- 
ernments of the Greeks, and that very Ro- 
man republic which carried the Latin eagle 
into regions till then unknown to Europe; all 
has been created and pre-ordained by your 
power; on your will hangs the destiny of all 
mortals; the true Religion, alone founded by 
you from the origin of man, traverses with 
security the revolution of the terrestrial pow- 
ers, and this beloved daughter, defended and 
directed by you, shall perpetuate her reign 
to the consummation of ages. 

Brethren, dearly beloved, humble your- 
selves with me, and respectfully cast down 
your eyes before the inscrutable designs of 
Divine Providence. Let the Catholic Reli- 
gion be the dearest object of your heart, of 
your piety, of all your affections. Do not 
imagine that it is opposed to the DEMocRATI- 
cau form of government, In being under it, 
united to your divine Saviour, you may cher- 
ish a just hope of your eternal salvation; in 
working the temporal happiness of yourselves 
and your brethren, you may work the glory 
of the republic and of the authorities who 
govern it. Christian obedience towards them, 
fulfilment of your duties, zeal for the GENE- 
RAL GooD, will prove, with the divine grace, 
a new source of merit to arrive at the heav- 
enly kingdom, to which you are invited by 
the divine Infant whose glorious birth we this 
day celebrate. Yes, my dear brethren, be 
you all Christians, and you will be excellent 
DEMOCRATS. Imitate the obedience and hu- 
mility of the Saviour, by a submission to the 
sovereign authority; if among your brethren 
you see some deviate from the path of truth 
and the gospel, as long as there is hope, do 
not tire in praying for them, that their con- 
version may reinstate them in the possession 
of God. Let your work be to them a mirror 
in which they shall read their duties; imitate 
not the errors of your brother who deserves 
your compasionate charity. By the way of 
repentance, strive to lead him back into that 
of salvation. 

And you, my well-beloved co-operators, to | 








whose directions are confided portions of this 
Christian family, and who bear with me the 
weight of the ministry, unite yourselves with 
your bishop to maintain in the flock the jn, 
tegrity of the Catholic Religion; and exer 
all your powers that the disciples of Jegys 
Christ may be piously faithful to the autho 
rities and to the republic. Charged by heg- 
ven to watch over the spiritual interests of 
the people, let us direct them not only to the 
glory of God, but likewise to the advantage 
of public order, My wise co-operators, ex. 
ample being the most powerful argument 
a kind of eloquence the most persuasive 
and most efficacious, let there shine forth jp 
your rectitude, religion, and love of the pyb- 
lic welfare, so as to serve as a model to your 
flock. Thus will be accomplished your de- 
sires of seeing rooted and strengthened in 
the souls entrusted to your care those chris- 
tian and moral virtues, which ought to form 
the glory of our republic, and the prosperity 
of the citizens who compose it. My dently 
beloved brethren, may the peace of the Lor 
be always with you. 





From the Boston Courier. 
DR. BEECHER’S LECTURE. 

Curiosity led me last night to the church 
in Park-street, to hear the lecture of the 
Rev. Dr. Beecher; the subject was the in 
compatibility of the Roman Catholic Rel- 
gion with the republican principles of these 
states. I went prepared to hear my religion 
vilified, to find it held forth to the public gaze, 
blackened and deformed with every aspersion 
that calumny, or unpardonable ignorance 
could cast upon it. It was perfectly natunt 
for such to have been my anticipations, for 
to abuse Catholicity, has of late becomes 
matter of such common occurrence, that eve 
ry theological tyro, from the beardless youth 
of twenty, to the Rev. D. D. of seventy, 
thinks himself fully entitled to aim at popu- 
larity by attacking the religious opinions of 
his Catholic fellow citizens, of which he is 
perhaps totally ignorant. I was not disap 
pointed in my expectations,—my religion was 
attacked, was vilified—nay, a system of Ca- 
tholic doctrine was laid down and attributed 
to Roman Catholics, of which neither J, or 
any other Roman Catholic had ever heard. 

A repetition of slanders and calumnies of- 
ten told, and as often refuted, though dis- 
gusting, may and will be endured with pa- 
tience. It remained however, for the Rev. 
Dr. Beecher to question the allegiance of 
the Catholics to this free and happy gov- 
ernment, to impeach their political honesty. 
He unhesitatingly asserted, that he never 
could look upon a Roman Catholic in the 
light of a fellow citizen! That such was the 
power of the Pope and Priests over the con- 
science of a Catholic, as to induce him easily 
to break through any oath that interest, oF 
any other consideration may have indue 
him to take! Can ‘it be possible that the 
Rev. Dr. Beecher has the hardihood to a 
sert that the oaths of so many millions of Ca 
tholics throughout the world, are to be disbe- 
lieved? The assertion is too. absurd to re 
quire a moment’s comment. Was it the Rev. 
Dr’s intention in making this assertion to dis- 
seminate the seeds of discord and re 
animosity between the Roman Catholics 
these states, and their fellow citizens of other 
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yeligious denominations? Ifsuch, indeed, it 
was, he will find himself in error. The spi- 
rit of free inquiry of which he says, he is 
« the firm and unflinching advocate,” is abroad. 
The bare assertion of the Rev. Dr, Beecher, 
{although given forth from the pulpit, whence 
should emanate peace and good will to all,) 
will not be deemed infallible. Men will exa- 
mine for themselves—they will become ac- 
quainted with the true doctrines of the Ca- 
tholics, and with their political tendencies, 
and will cease to be frightened by them. 
Has the Rev. Dr. Beecher forgotten that the 
yenerablle CHARLES CARROLL of Car- 
rolton, still lives? Where is the American 
who does not venerate the name of this last 
surviving signer of the Declaration of Inde- 

ence? Will any one dare question his 
political integrity, his unqualified allegiance 
tohis country? And yet this venerated Pa- 
triot is a Roman Catholic. I will trouble 
you n0 more on this subject, as it is probable 
that the Rev. Dr. Beecher’s discourse will 
be answered, In conclusion, | would only 
observe, that as a Roman Catholic, I consi- 
der myself as good a citizen as the Rev. Dr. 
Beecher. I would, when called upon, as 
freely as any other individual, sacrifice my 
life and property in defence of my country. 
By no allegiance whatever, am I, nor is any 
Roman Catholic, bound to the Pope of Rome 
asa temporal Prince—We entirely disclaim 
it Why therefore, bring against us as a 
matter of accusation, so unfounded and false 
acharge? Dr. Beecher can probably best 
answer this question. A CATHOLIC, 

December 21. 


T0 THE OPERATIVES OF THE WEST. 
CLERICAL MONOPOLY!!! 

My Friends—In our last we shewed you, in 
the language of the leader of the “CHURCH 
PARTY IN POLITICS,” the plan which 
the self-styled orthodox clergy of this coun- 
try have been. maturing to subvert our liber- 
ties, and establish a hierarchy in this land of 
freedom. We will now call your attention to 
the sums of MONEY which they have re- 
ceived annually, through the medium of Be- 
nevolent Societies, under the pretext of ‘Con- 
verting the Heathen, filling the Lord’s Trea- 
siry, and supplying the destitute with the 
word of God.’ The following accounts are 
taken from their annual reports, published in 
the New York Observer. 

The American Education Society for the 
year 1826, received $12,003 9: 1827, $73,428 

%. The American Board of Foreign Mis- 
sions, 1826, $63,392 54: 1827, $67,401 90. 
The American Bible Society, 1826, $51,339 
24: 1827, $64,764 13. The American Sun- 
day School Union, 1826, $12,499 68: 1827, 

42,000, The American Home Missionary 

ety, 1826, $11,804: 1827, $181,40, 76. 
he American Tract Society, 1826, $10,158 


Western Domestic Missionary Society, (for- 
med in June, 1828,) $2,577 68. The Ame- 
rican Jews’ Society, 1826, $8,595: 1927, 
$1,266 40. Total, 1826, $203,691 37. To- 
tal, 1827, $345,840 67. 

Well might the Presbyters and heads of 
these Mammoth Societies, meet to celebrate 
their anniversaries; well might they exult 
over the enormous sums of money, out of which 
they have gulled the people, and which they 
are increasing nearly in a tWo-fold manner 
yearly. Their annual reports go to prove, 
that they have scoured the country to some 
effect. The receipts of the American Tract 
Society for the first year, have heen 10,000 
dollars; the second year, 30,000 dollars; the 
third year, 45,000 dollars; and the fourth, 
60,000 dollars. Its issue were the first year, 
1,000,000 of tracts; the second, 3,000,000 of 
tracts; the third year, 5,000,000 of tracts; 
and the sixth, 6,000,000 of tracts. ‘Thus it 
appears that they have collected, in five 
years, 145,000 dollars! And have given in 
exchange, 15,000,000 of pious little Roman- 
ces! The receipts of the Bible Society for 
the year ending 1829, were 153,184 dollars 
33 cents, and they had issued 200,122 bibles 
and testaments; had given away the incredi- 
ble amount of 8,148; in payment for books 
sold, they had received 75,688 dollars 88 
cents, and in donations 67,917 dollars 90 
cents: making EIGHT DOLLARS AND 
THIRTY-THREE CENTS for every book! 
How charitable! How benevolent! The 
Home Missionary Society received for 1829, 
26,997 dollars 32 cents—the American Sun- 
day School Union, 76,000 dollars, and its 
teachers had increased from 32,000 to 52,000! 
This army (which produces nothing) with 
their 349,000 pupils, well armed and equip- 
ped, might carry Dr. Ely’s plans of ‘ Church 
and State’ into execution, at the point of the 
bayonet !! The receipts of the American 
Education Society, for 1829, were 30,000 
dollars; in addition to this, they have exerted 
themselves to obtain subscriptions of 75 dol- 
lars a year, for seven years, and one hundred 
and six subscriptions were obtained in New 
York alone; making 55,650 dollars. The 
Society is to educate one pious young man 
for every such subscription, making the cost 
of a Parson 525 dollars. Now we think the 
article might be brought from England cheap- 
er, unless the tariff would influence its im- 
portation.— Catholic Press. 





Attainment of salvation in the Roman Catholic 
Church acknowledged by the notorious Beza him 
self! 

St. Francis, of Sales, asked Beza, whether 
salvation was attainable in the Catholic 
Church? Beza left the room to consider; 
and after walking about in an agitated man- 
ner for a quarter of an hour, he returned to 
St. Francis, and said: “We are alone; I 


%8: 1827, $30,413 1. The Baptist Board of|can expose my real sentiments to you; I be- 


Foreign Missions, 1826, $7,108 14:° 1827, 
$10,987 31. The Boston American Tract 
Society, 1826, $60,335 5: 1827, $10,304 40. 

he Presbyterian Education Society, 1826, 
$8,000: 1827, $8,000. The Methodist Mis- 


‘onary Society, 1826, $4,908 22: 1827 
96,819 29, The Missionary Society of Con- 
hecticut, 1826, $4,969: 1827, $6,215 65. 


¢ Reformed Dutch Missionary Society, 


lieve salvation to be there attainable.” St. 
Francis availing himself of an answer which 
gave him such a manifest advantage over 
Beza, observed, that he must then believe 
that the Catholic Church was the true 





$2,577 93: 1827, $3,528 24. The 


the deluge. Beza made no reply; and St. 


Church; because if it were not the Church 
established by Christ, salvation could no 
more be attainable in it, than security from 
destruction could be found out of the ark in 


Francis asked, why then he had left the Ga- 
thohe Church; for he observed, nothing but 
the absolute impossibility of being saved itt 
the Catholic Church, could justify such a se- 
paration from its communion. Beza was ex- 
tremely embarrassed by this and other ques- 
tions of the holy prelate, and became towards 
the end very violent and even insolent. But 
the immovable meekness of St. Francis made 
him ashamed of his violence, and he at last 
made a handsome apology, 

Libertinism contributed not a little to 
the apostacy of this unhappy man. When he 
was asked in confidence by Deshayes, what 
was the leading reason which connected hitt 
with the Calvinists, Beza called in a beauti- 
ful young woman who lived with him, and 
said: “ That is the principal reason which 
convinces me of the excellence of my reli- 
gion.” Deshayes was struck with horror at 
such an answer, especially as Beza was then 
advanced in years. See a full account of St. 
Francis’s conference with Beza, in the life of 


the Saint, by Marsollier, vol. 1, book 3d. 
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TRUE RELIGION. 





[CONTINUED FROM PAGE 127.—wno. 16.] 


4thly. The’ Protestant church has not re- 
ceived her mission from the Apostles, or their 
lawfnl successors, and therefore, she has no 
power to administer the sacraments, or to 
preach the word of God. Here you must 
observe, that orders and mission, or jurisdic- 
tion are two very different things. Orders 
only qualify a man, and make him a bishop, 
or a priest; but a mission, or jrrisdiction 
gives him leave and power to make use of the 
orders which he has received; and without 
which mission no bishop, or priest can law- 
fully and validly exercise over others, that 
power which they may possess. So necessa- 
ry is a lawful mission, that Christ declares, 
that he himself was sent by his Father, and 
he hath sent me, John, vii. 29, and he gave a 
commandment, what I should say, and what I 
should speak, John, xii. 49, and addressing 
his apostles, he says, as my father hath sent 
me, even 30 I send you, John, xx. 21, go 

therefore teach all nations. Matt. xxix. 19. in 
like manner, the Apostles sent others after 
them, as St. Paul and Barnabas were sent 
by the pastors of the Church at Antioch; and 
their doing so, was declared to be the work 
of the Holy Ghost: they sent them away. So 
they being sent by the ~— Ghost, went 10 Selu- 
cia. Acts, xiii. 3. St. Paul sent Titus, and 
speaking of the apostles, he says, how can 
they preach unless they be sent? Rom. x. 16. 
St. Clement, whose name is written in the 
book of life, Phil. iv. 3, says, “ That Christ 
Jesus received his mission from God. The 
Apostles received their mission from Christ. 
And after having received the Holy Ghost 
and preached the Gospel, they established 
bishops and deacons, to whom they Sotmmtit- 
nicated the charge which they themselves 
had received from God. They established a 
rule of succession for futurity in order that 
in each age, at the deaths of its pastors, their 
office and ministry might be regularly handed 
down to others. {1) This, then, is the door 
by which the true: pastors of Ohnist’s flock 
must enter; that is, they must be dowfully 





(1) Ep. 1. 
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ordained and sent by the lawful pastors of 
the Church, who have received valid orders 
and lawful jurisdiction from the lawful suc- 
cessors of the apostles of Christ. For all, 
who take the priestly office upon themselves, 
without entering by this door, are declared 
by Christ himself to be thieves and robbers. 
John x. 1. From. this short statement you 
will see that a man must have a lawful mis- 
sion, or jurisdiction, as well as orders, before 
he can act as a bishop, or priest. Now the 
Protestant Parsons have no lawful mission 
whatever; and therefore, they cannot act as 
priests in the Church of God. In the first 
place, they have not been from the days of 
the Apostles, and therefore, they could not 
receive their mission from them. In the 
second place we know from history, that the 
first Protestants did not receive any mission, 
or authority whatever from the apes or 
their lawful successors: for in ‘ King Hen- 
ry’s reign, they preached and ministered in 
spite of all authority, ecclesiastical and ci- 
vil.” (1) And “ their successors in the reigns 
of Edward and Elizabeth claim their whole 
right and mission to preach and administer, 
from the civil power only.” (2) Finally, as 
the Protestant Parsons have not received 
valid orders, it follows, of course, that they 
cannot have a lawful mission; because, a 
mission without orders can never be given; 
therefore, they run without being sent. Jerem. 
xxiii, 21. they are blind leaders, Matt. xv. 14. 
and as Mr. Lesley says, (speaking of the dis- 
senters) ‘they have thrust themselves as 
guides upon the road towards heaven, upon 
their own heads, in utter contempt and oppo- 
sition to all the guides of God’s appointment 
from the days of the Apostles; whence he 
most justly concludes, that they have no pow- 
er at all either to preach the gospel, or to ad- 
minister the holy Sacrament, which God has 
instituted: no, not even to bless in his 
name.” (3) Whereas the ministers of the 
Catholic Church are in a very different pre- 
dicament. 

The Catholic Church has received her be- 
ginning, her doctrine, her orders, and her 
mission from the Apostles of Christ, and has 
brought the same down pure and without 
any corruption to the present day. 

Ist. That the Roman Catholic Religion 
had its beginning from the apostles, we can 
easily prove by counting up, through every 
age, a regular succession of pastors. In the 
fourth century, St. Optatus, speaking of the 
see of Rome, says, “that in this one chair 
sat Peter first; to him succeeded Linus; to 
him Cletus and Clement, and the rest, down 
to Siricius, the present Pontiff, with whom, 
we and all the world hold communion. And 
now, he adds, do you give an account of your 
sees,—You, that pretend to call yourselves 
the Catholic Church.” (4) If the Saint 
could with propriety say all this, when he 
could number only thirty-nine Popes, with 
how much more reason can a Roman Catho- 
lic in these days, when he can count, on the 
long list of Popes, from St. Peter down to 
Pope Pius VIIL. both included two hundred 
and fifty-four, exclaim,— Let the Protest- 
ants shew us any thing like this! Let them 





2 ong neh 2. p. 81. 

of Sup. and Homages of Bishops, &c. 
(3) Priv. Judge and Auth. p, 222. . ” 
(4) Contra Parmen. L. 2. 





shew us the list of their Bishops succeeding 
each other in a regular order, from the days 
of the Apostles down to the present day!”’ 
Again, the calendars, the ancient monuments 
of the state, and the tombs of the dead, all 
declare that the Catholic religion is very old, 
and flourished long before the Protestant re- 
ligion had any being in the world. To begin 
with the division of the year, Christmas, Can- 
dlemas, Michaelmas, Lady-day, Shrovetide, 
Whitsuntide, &c. they were all introduced by 
our Catholic fore-fathers. Again, if we go 
into the old churches and lofty cathedrals, 
many of them above 1000 years old, and ask 


them if they were always Protestant, and if) 


the mysteries, which they once saw celebrat- 
ed there, were the same as those which the 
Protestants now use? No: reply the vener- 
able temples:—‘‘ We are not Protestant, and 
the very form in which we were built, shews 
that we were built for the performance of 
other mysteries than those, which at present 
we are obliged to witness.”” Again, let us 
go to the ruins of some old abbey, and ask 
its mouldering walls, which now support lit- 


tle but the mantling ivy; whose hands were | 


those, that anciently had reared these stones 
into a building? Who were the men that lived 
there? Were they Protestants? Were those 
niches, crosses, and broken statues, Protest- 
ant? ‘“‘ No:” reply the holy ruins, ‘‘ we are 
not Protestant; and it is merely because we 
were not Protestant, that the anger of Pro- 
testants has reduced us to this heap of ruins.” 
These are the answers which the monuments 
will give, that have existed more than 1000 
years. They all proclaim that the Catholic 
religion is very ancient, and had a footing in 
our own island, long before the Protestant 
religion was ushered into the world. 


[TO BE CONTINUED. | 
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STANZAS ON THE 
NATIVITY OF OUR LORD. 


** Let us go over to Bethlehem, and let us see this 
word that is come to pass.’’—St. Luke, ii. v. 15. 


Rough blows the wintry blast;—the midnight hour 
Reigns rude and cheerless o’er the unconscious world, 

The thick spread clouds defy the moon’s weak power, 
And vapors round the hills lie thickly curled: 

But ere night’s ensign shall again be furled, 
The long expected Saviour shall bé given; 

And though from high the reddest darts were hurled, 
And man from God’s bright countenance was driven, 

To save him yet from death, that God will come from 

heaven. 


For now the ages of his high decree, 
Have slowly rolled their solemn length away; 
And captive millions panting to be free, 
Shall hail in rapture the long looked for day, 
When the great Father’s own reflected Ray, 
Hastening from heaven’s high throne in silent flight, 
Unites his Deity with man’s poor clay, 
Veils all his glory, covers all his might, 
And comes without one beam to chase the gloom of 


night. 


Hail then, incarnate God!—sweet infant hail! 
Unknown, neglected, unadored by all, 

Save by the humble shepherds of the vale, 

Hastening to find thee at an angel’s call; 


Save the meek Virgin by the lowly stall, , 
And her poor spouse whose tend’rest care could fing 
No warmer shelter than that broken wall, 
To shield thee shivering from the howling: wind, 
And spare these early tears thou sheddest for mankind, 


—— 


The patriarch’s joy is filed, whose longing hepe, 
Had seen age follow age with-wishful eye: 
The Just One’s dew has damped the mountain-top, 
And when the expecting hills proclaim’d him nigh, | 
All earta his welcome echoed in reply — 
Bow then, O man! before thy infant King, 
Let not thy voice the latest reach the sky: 
Rise with all nature on extatic wing, 
And join the glorious theme that hovering angels sing. 


JUST PUBLISHED, 


And for sale at P. Moonry’s Catholic Bog! 
Federal street, Boston; also, at Patrick Denvir’s Book- 
store, Main-Street, Charlestown, a number of usefyl 
| and interesting little works, among which are the follow. 
ing, which may be had on the most favorable terms: 


1. Winter EvenincG DiaLoGues between Johy 
Hardman and John Cardwell, or thoughts on the 
Rule of Faith, in a series of letters,—18 mo. 

2. LETTERS ON THE SpPaAnisH INQUISITION, 
Arare work, and the best which has ever appeared 
on the subject: by M. Le Compte Joseph Le Mais 
tre; translated from the French, with additional 
notes and Illustrations: by T. J. O’ Flaherty, &. E. 
C.—12 mo. 


3. Proors oF THE TRUE CHURCH, IN TWo 
Parts; by Clement Winceslaus, Archbishop and 
Elector of Treves, and bishop of Augsburg; tran» 
lated from the French.—24 mo. 


4. THe Yourn’s Director; or familiar nr 
structions for Young People; which may be foun 
useful also, to persons of every sex, age, and cond 
tion of life; illustrated with a number of historical 
| traits and edifying examples; translated from th 
| French.—24 mo. 

5. InvinciBLE Reasons, which should forew 
attach a Roman Catholic to his Religion, and w& 
gage all Protestants to embrace the same.—24 m, 

6. A BeauriruL Pocxer EpiTion oF THE 
New TEestTaMEnT, which will be sold very low. 

3} Distant Book-sellers, and others who may be 
disposed to take a number of the above works, will be 
allowed a reasonable discount. 
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